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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. 
The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of 
our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are worthy of the past and 
a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local 
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well received 
as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and making 
representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken initiatives to promote citizenship 
education in local schools. It has held six exhibitions, planted trees, restored the churchyard railings and 
martyrs' memorial, and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also produced 
surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy 
action in Mount Noddy cemetery (now superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and 
presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street, It has 
published a book of reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails (one 
of them also in French) and a leaflet on the local martyrs. With the Town Council it established the now 
independent Town Museum. 

The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex Amenity 
Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; the larger 
the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p .a., renewable on 1 January every year 
(except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form standard-rate income tax payers 
can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do so 
at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor (address on cover). 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	 No. 97 (Summer 2009) 

EDITORIAL 

In happy contrast to our last issue, this Bulletin contains contributions from other hands 
besides the editor's, some of them as much about the present as the past, and by teenagers to boot - a 
welcome indication of interest in the town that we must hope betokens the continuation of our 
concerns when the current generation is no more. From the older contributors there is the usual 
medley of original research, memory and reflection. 

COVER PICTURE: Another of Sydney Tugwell's prize-winning drawings of Sackville College, a 
further reminder of its fourth-hundredth anniversary this year. Nothing more has been discovered or 
sent in to add to the information about him given in our last number. 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Newsletter 26 (June 1984) highlighted the closure of the Saturday 
stalls market on the 'squalid little pitch' it had been occupying behind the Crown once approval of 
office-building on the cattle-market site had deprived it of that location. Lamenting the loss of its 
social value as much as its commercial function, the chairman, Cedric Hartland, wondered whether 
we could still call ourselves a market town. The Society's tenth anniversary project had been 
completed with the planting of six oaks on King George's Field, delayed by the work on the new 
swimming pool, and the 1984 project was announced: repainting 'Bow Bells' mileposts 29, 31 and 
32 following the Halifax Building Society's restoration of no.30 outside its new offices. Meetings 
included a talk by Mr J.S. Hodgkinson on the Wealden iron industry, now, a quarter of a century on, 
the subject of a book from his pen (reviewed on p.16 below). Temporary displays in the public 
library and the window of the Haywards Heath Building Society illustrated our knowledge of and 
care for the town by showing in two and three dimensions how it had grown since 1819. 

AS WE SAW OURSELVES (27): '0 Rare Old Grinstead' - a frequent exclamation in letters from 
John Hoath to William Hall, 1811-15 (West Sussex Record Office Add MS 93,854) 

AS OTHERS SAW US (37): 'Strangest idea developed in West Sussex' - recent Daily Telegraph 
crossword clue reported in the East Grinstead Courier and Observer, 9 April 2009 

PETER ALEXANDER WILLIAMS (Bulletin 96, p.14): I was able to see that he also gave much 
to the Queen Victoria Hospital. He joined the house committee in 1955 and the management 
committee in 1959 and was appointed vice-chairman of the house committee in March 1961 and 
chairman of the planning sub-committee in May of the same year. In 1967 he became chairman of 
the house committee. In all these posts he played a key role in the smooth running of the hospital, 
giving a great deal of his time, both from his office and from his private life. (Dr) Michael Awty 

OUR NAME-BANK: Miss Karen Scott of Hartfield contacted our Society last November to express 
her disappointment that there is no recognition in this country that Drew Pickesse (variously spelt) of 
East Grinstead was one of the original founders of Jamestown, the first English settlement in North 
America, in 1607. I was able to re-assure her that much is known about him during his time here and 
that I hoped there would soon be an article about him in the Bulletin. Meanwhile, his name would 
seem to be an obvious candidate for adding to our bank of names for new developments in the town. 

Editor 

WHAT ARE WE CALLED: Grinsteaders or Grinsteadians? (Bulletins 54, p.12, 64, p.13): Last 
year a local lady explained to me that because she did not come here till after the war she was not a 
Grinsteadonian. M.J.L. 



Tie beam between C (left) and B. Note different size 
and alignment of spine girders of the two bays and 
deep rebate on eastern (left) face of beam and 
corresponding gap (now infilled) at end of C girder. 

SACK VILLE HOUSE, 70 HIGH STREET 
A STRUCTURAL REAPPRAISAL 	 F- 

A.G. Dyson 

The present Sackville House is a 'continuous jetty' structure 	F 
probably dating to c. 1520 and comprising four bays, the westernmost [A 
on the plan] a waggon way. The account of the building's history in the  
Landmark Trust's 'History Album' (based on Peter Gray's report of 	Yr E. 

December 1992 and available in the main room for inspection by visiting  
occupants) takes it for granted that the three easternmost bays of the house 	LrIl 
proper, designated D, C and B, represent a single integral construction. 	 c. 	B 

RIGHT: Simplified ground-plan, c.1600, by the late Peter Gray 	 . 

There is, however, good reason for supposing that bay B was not part of the c. 1520 build, but 
was an entirely separate structure that was annexed to DC only in the later 16th century. The most 
probable occasion for this, consistent with other evidence, is the date 1574 carved on what is now the 
fireplace beam of the middle bedroom, itself likely to have originated within the building. There 
are several indications of a separate build. In the first place, B is up to two feet wider than either D 
or C, and consequently features six joists in its ceiling instead of five. In the second place, its spine 
girder (one of the series of beams which between them run along the length of the building midway 
between front and back) differs in a number of respects from those of the other two bays [as shown in 
the photograph below]. It is of a much less substantial and regular scantling, is of inferior and 
perhaps older timber, lacks chamfers, and is attached to the joists by pairs of pegs driven up from its 
lower face, whereas the joists are simply morticed into the tie beams of the other two bays. 	Also, 
its underside features a series of slots which may or may not be evidence of re-use. 	Most striking 
of all, it is conspicuously out of alignment with the girders of DC, being set some four inches further 
south. This makes it particularly difficult to believe that B was part of the same construction as 
DC, or that its girder could have been installed in any circumstances where their girders were visible. 

ri 

In the third place, there is 
the evidence of the exterior of the 
building. D and C share a single 
bressumer, while B has one of its 
own butted up against it, and 
there is a distinctive and tell-tale 
sag in their alignment near their 
junction and the tie beam 
between C and B: evidently a 
weak point in the overall 
construction and consistent with 
the splicing together of two 
separate structures. In addition, 
the three westernmost jetties of 
bay D and the two easternmost of 
bay C, along with the tie beam 
terminal between them, are of a 
different form from all the other 
jetties, including those of bay B, 
in that their undersides are 
rebated by about 3/  some 7 "  
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back from their terminals. 	Whatever other significance this rather modest variant (one can hardly 
call it decoration) may have had - the position of an early street door is ruled out by the presence of 
the principal post - its occurrence on and to either side of the tie beam between D and C is intelligible 
only as marking the centre point of a two-bay structure: it takes no account of any third bay. 

Not unrelated to all this is the question of access into the house. The 'History Album' 
justifiably sees the function of bay B in a three-bay structure as accommodating the services (buttery 
and pantry), which would have been entered directly from the hail (DC). This would tend to rule 
out the presence of a front door and screens passage, for anyone entering the house from the street 
could reach the hall only by way of a service room - more than a little unseemly and there is no 
evidence of such a passage leading from front to back, within bay B or elsewhere. The likelihood is 
that the property was entered instead from a door at the side or rear, accessed from the waggon way, 
and I am grateful to the Editor for pointing Out that there was no street door at Porch House and that 
there is reason to suppose the same is true of several other High Street buildings with side access. 

The insertion of the large brick fireplace that now spans the frill width of bay C, most 
probably in 1574, is of great significance in this respect and in others. It provides one very good 
reason for DC to have annexed B, a development on which several other contemporary innovations 
also depended. For instance, there was the linking up of the hitherto detached kitchen with the 
street range, thus forming a complete rear wing that lay partly within B as well as within DC. This 
meant in turn that the back door could now only be placed in B, having been excluded from bay C by 
the new fireplace and from bay D by its location on the wrong side of the new rear wing, farthest 
from the waggon way. Moreover, the cellar beneath B abutted the footings of the fireplace and was 
of the same build: both clearly share the same date. Finally, access to the attic area below the roof 
(which was probably now heightened uniformly across all three bays) was by a stair within B. 

An awkward question is that of the party wall between the original DC and B before their 
amalgamation c. 1574, and this remains frankly problematic, for it is far from clear how their 
conjunction was managed. The interface between C and B shows little sign of each structure 
having had its own end wall, as might be expected if they were entirely separate properties, though 
the removal of the end wall of B could account for the bay's extra width. However, that would 
have necessitated the insertion of a longer spine girder and the provision of alternative temporary 
support for the associated ceiling joists while the work was in progress. This seems unduly 
laborious, and a simpler explanation would be that B was actually later in date than DC, built on to 
the end of it as a kind of ancillary lean-to but not initially considered as properly part of it. That 
would strongly suggest that B was in the same hands, which would of course have made its final 
absorption by DC all the easier. 

All that can be said is that the existing beam between C and B includes two features of 
possible relevance. Along its underside are six timber slots of varying size, all but one of them 
now plugged, into which could have engaged the partition between either the service rooms or a 
screens passage. More remarkable is the fact that the eastern face of the beam, both north and 
south of the girder, has been roughly rebated, probably in situ, up to some five inches from its base, 
and consequently lacks the chamfer found on its western face and on both sides of the tie beam 
between C and D. This rebate was itself clearly intended to receive a partition or panelling, and is 
matched by the gap, just below and now rather ineptly filled in, between it and the western end of the 
girder of bay C. It seems clear that the girder was cut short here to leave space for the insertion of 
the same partition or panelling. Yet a partition against the eastern face of the beam can hardly have 
functioned at the same time as the one indicated by the slots on its underside: could the former have 
served to accommodate wainscotting and the latter to receive external wall studs? If so, the studs 
would have been removed when B was added to DC and the panelling retained to separate the DC 
hail from the service rooms. 
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SRUCKBURGH COTTAGE 	 M.J. Leppard 

Where a petrol station and an abandoned little office-block now stand between London Road 
and King George's Field there was once a little house with a curious name, Shuckburgh Cottage. 
Those who recognise Shuckburgh as a Warwickshire village find it just as baffling as those who 
don't. 

The first secure evidence for Shuckburgh Cottage clusters in 1841, when the census records 
Sarah F. Needham, a 68-year old of independent means, not born in Sussex, living there with two 
female servants and the tithe map shows it as plot 2391. The tithe award, two years later, lists it as 
Shuckboro' Cottage and garden with a gross area of 1 rood 16 perches, occupied by 'Mary' Needham 
and owned by C.N. Hastie esquire of Placeland to its east. The naming in Pigot's Sussex directories 
of 1832 and 39 of Miss and Mrs Needham respectively among East Grinstead's gentry suggest that 
the cottage was already in existence by then. The site, and perhaps the building, appears in 1824 in 
the draft church rate book as Shuckburghland, owned by Charles N. Hastie, rated at 1 ls.6d. and 
assessed at 5s.7 1/2d.'   The Shuckburgh place-name has not yet been traced before 1824. 

W.H. Hills explains2  that the property is named after Sir George Augustus William 
Shuckburgh-Evelyn, bart, a member of an old Warwickshire family who in 1785 married Julia 
Annabella, daughter and sole heiress of James Evelyn of Feibridge Place. In 1810 their daughter and 
sole heir, Julia, married the Hon. Charles Cecil Cope Jenkinson, in due course third Earl of Liverpool. 

These details in turn permit reconstruction of the sequence of ownership of the site. Although 
unnamed, it must be the sole property in James Evelyn's hands in East Grinstead in the 1785 land tax, 
occupied by John Quartermain and James Lynn, in the right place in the list, and assessed at 12.12s. 
annual rental. 3  Whether Quartermain and Lynn had a house there or used the plot in some other way 
we cannot tell. The former may be the 'Quarterman' who leased Dorset House in the High Street at 
£18 p.a. in 17704 and the latter is probably a member of the Lynn dynasty of builders etc. prominent 
in the town from the 1780s onwards, but even if these identifications were certain we would still be 
no wiser about their use of the site. Charles Nairn Hastie's obituary in 1860 states he had lived here 
half a century', which suggests that he bought the property around the time of Julia Shuckburgh-
Evelyn's marriage in 1810. Perhaps he gave the name and built the cottage. 

Tracing the story further back veers swiftly from precarious to speculative and will therefore 
be postponed to the end of this article in favour of the certainties of the post-1841 evidence. 

Shuckburgh Cottage, variously spelt, continues to appear as Sarah Frances Needham's home 
in censuses and directories, with her birthplace given as St James's, London, up to her death on 14 
February 1865 aged 916,  but no other information about her has yet come to light. It is not listed in 
later directories but in the 1871 census Ellen Covey, a 55-year old widow born in East Grinstead, is 
living there with three female servants. So far no more has been learned about her either. 

Ten years later, now called Placeland Cottage, it housed Frederick Ambridge, a 37-year old 
commercial traveller born in Staines, his wife Clarissa A., 36, and son F.G.A., 1, both born in East 
Grinstead, a female servant and a lodger. By the time Kelly's directory for 1887 was prepared 
Ambridge was running a lodging house at the top of London Road in the building where older readers 
will recall the family's greengrocery business. 

The house is not named in Pike's directory for the East Grinstead parliamentary constituency 
for 1886 but can be identified, occupied by a brewer's manager, Samuel Steele. In the 1891 census, 
Shuckburgh Cottage again, it housed William Walker, 50, a London-born upholsterer. 



SITE AND ENVIRONS OF SHUCKBURGH COTTAGE 

MAP 1 (above) c.1720, from a map in the Town 
Museum, 40' mile, actual size: AustenS House 
in enclosure later occupied by Shuckburgh 
Cottage, London Road in front, Moat Pond with 

island at top. [The fuzzy vertical line is a fold 

in the original.] 

MAP 2 (upper right), 1841, from tithe map, 
13.3" mile, actual size: Shuckburgh Cottage 
(plot 2391), London Road diagonally left, Moat 
Pond right 

MAP 3 (lower right), 1873, from first ed. 25" 
Ordnance Survey, reduced to c.17" mile: 
Shuckburgh Cottage between London Road and 
fields 372 and 373, Moat Pond top right 



Ten years later it was lived in by John Conrad Raw, a 60-year old coal merchant born in 
Canada, who had been at 21 Moat Road in the 1895 Kelly and whose business address was 4 Glen 
Vue Road (our Railway Approach) in the 1899 issue. He continued to occupy both addresses until 
1914, but in Dixon's 1916 East Grinstead directory Shuckburgh Cottage is unoccupied, J.C. Raw is at 
21 Grosvenor Road and there is no entry for the coal dealership. 	Some descendants still live in the 
town today. During this period the house was sometimes called simply the Cottage. 

J.B. Gadsden is at Shuckburgh Cottage in the 1923 local directory and G. Mitchell in 1928. 
By the time the 1936 25" Ordnance Survey was published the house had been demolished, becoming 
overgrown wasteland by the end of the Second World War. The Town Museum holds two early- 
20th century photographs of the house. 	They are not suitable for reproduction here, but one of 
them may be used in a book projected for publication later this year. 

Returning now to the 18th century, we do not know how or when the Evelyns acquired the 
Shuckburgh Cottage site but we are fortunate that it is shown on a map of c. 1720, the relevant part of 
which is reproduced on p.00. 	It corresponds to the enclosure occupied by Austens House, two 
barns and a hovel, but the house is shown in a different position from the cottage on the later maps. 
By the time of the tithe map, 1841, some of the adjoining small fields had been thrown together and 
the orchard had been destroyed and absorbed into one of them. Unfortunately there is no 
accompanying documentation to tell us anything about Austen, whether owner or occupier, whether 
past or present. 

We do know, however, that the whole area mapped lay in the part of the parish known as the 
Hamlet  and that some members of the Austen family lived in that district in the 17th century. 
There is possibly, therefore, a connection between them and the house. The hope that further 
research may one day establish a link justifies itemising them here. They are John Austen, rated for 
two hearths and Henry Austen for one, in 1662, Sarah Austine who made her will in 1639 and 
William Austen, yeoman, who made his in 162310.  I have not consulted these wills. 	We cannot 
tell if the land on London Road east of the sites of our fire station and adjacent office-block held by 
John Austin in 165011  embraced the Shuckburgh site. 

REFERENCES: E.S.R.O. = East Sussex Record Office 

1  West Sussex Record Office PAR 348/4/17 2  W.H. Hills, History ofEast Grinstead (1906), pp.54,59 	Sussex 
Record Society vol.77, p. 91 	E.S.R.O. AMS 1892 5  unattributed newspaper cutting in the scrapbook of Dr R. 
Crawfurd of Tenterden 6  monumental inscription in parish church 'A map of certain lands late Alifreys ...' in the 
Town Museum, discussed in Bulletin 22, p.12, dating corrected Bulletin 76, p.6 

8  discussed and mapped in Bulletin 75, 
pp. 7-13 9  M.J. Burchell (ed.), Sussex hearth tax assessments 1662, part 2 Pevensey Rape (Sussex Genealogical Centre 
occasional paper 4, 1980), column 43 10  both proved in the deanery court of South Mailing, kept at E.S.R.O. 

parliamentary survey, Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.24, pp.224f. 

SACKVIIILE HOUSE: FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS: It might have been hoped that there is 
some documentary evidence that could throw light on IVIr Dyson's interpretation of a hitherto 
unregarded feature of this building (pp.4f. above), but the earliest record we have, the survey of 
15641, merely gives it as owned and occupied by Andrew Ledger, one burgage but no portland (even 
though the garden today has every appearance of being one - another as yet uninvestigated curiosity 
that clearly deserves attention). Mr Dyson's association of the anomaly he discusses with the date 
1574 on a fireplace beam chimes with my connection of the building's apparently brief history as an 
inn, the Lyon, in 1576-77, with the 1574 dating2 . Perhaps someone can suggest how conversion to 
an inn might account for the structural alterations deduced from the spine girders. M.J.L. 

See Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.106, p.52 2  See discussion in Bulletins 82, p.8, 83, p.15, 85, p.7 



TOWN CRIERS 	 M.J. Leppard 

So long as the ability to read was not widespread, town criers were essential for disseminating 
official information and decrees, passing on news, making appeals and advertising forthcoming 
events. East Grinstead must therefore have had a town crier from the start, but, since it could only 
ever be a part-time post and no records survive of appointments or who made them and how, the 
holders normally go undetected, known instead under their full-time occupations. So far only four 
have been identified. What is known about them follows. 

John Goldsmith, patten-wood-maker and town-crier, is listed in the Universal British Directory of 
1794. Five years later, Palmer's rhyming directory of the town has the lines 

Clogs, pattens, buy you may / Of Johnny Goldsmith any day, 
Who is a man of great renown, /He being crier of the town. 

In the 1785 land tax he is sharing what can be identified as part of our Tudor House (the High Street 
bookshop) with William York.' He was buried here on 1 April 1810. 

Abraham Awcock was paid 2s. in 1813 for crying at different times the sale of the effects of George 
Knight, late Warden of Sackville College. 2  I cannot find his name in any other documents. 

John Tooth was remembered by Edward Steer from his boyhood here in 1856-59, occupying one of 
a pair of wooden houses up on a high bank on London Road. He used to go around the town on 
Christmas morning ringing his bell and saying 

Rise, maids, rise, /And make your mince pies; 
Put your meat upon the spit /And don 'tforget to save old bellman a bit. 3  

This is the John Tooth (1804-67), plumber, who appears in the censuses of 1841-61 at Rock Gardens, 
the address recalled by Steer. 

William Cotton, Steer adds, was the last holder of the post, and also bum-bailiff of the county court. 
He appears in the 1881 census as labourer and town crier, living in West Street, aged 65 and born in 
Brighton. Earlier censuses disclose a varied career: in 1841 a 25-year old corn-dealer in the High 
Street, not born in Sussex, in 1851 a carrier at Cuttons Hill, born at Portsea, Hants, in 1871 a general 
labourer at 3 Alma Terrace, West Street, born in Brighton. I have nothing about him from the 1861 
and 91 censuses, but in 1886 Pike's directory for the East Grinstead parliamentary constituency lists 
him as a billposter in West Street. His burial on 17 November 1891 aged 77 is recorded in the next 
month's parish magazine, with no further information. 

Sussex Record Society, vol.77, p.89 2 receipted account among Sackville College papers transcribed in R.H. Wood's 
typescript 'Sackville College, some historical notes', p. 53 	his reminiscences serialised in the E. G. Observer, 1899 

The local studies librarian of the Surrey History Centre at Woking has informed us that all the 
periodicals it holds, including our Bulletin (and also East Grinstead Museum Compass), are indexed 
and are now available online at www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk . This presumably means the titles 
of the contents are indexed, rather than names etc. in the text. 

Illustrated booklets reproducing the information on the text-panels in the Town Museum's recent and 
current temporary exhibitions, 'On With The Show' (about local amateur drama groups), and 'Three 
Cheers For the Three Rs' (the schools descended from the National School founded in 1859), are on 
sale at the Museum, £2 each. 

If you couldn't solve the crossword clue on p.3, look again. It is an anagram. 
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TWO MORE PEOPLE OF EAST GRINSTEAD 	 M.J. Leppard 

In order not to lose what had been prepared for the series 'Some people of East Grinstead' that 
ended abruptly when our two local newspapers merged last September, Bulletin 95 included the 
article on Peter Alexander Williams intended to be next in sequence. There follow the two remaining 
unpublished contributions, as they were submitted. 

RAYMOND HERBERT WOOD 

From East Grinstead Preparatory Modern School Raymond Herbert Wood won a place at the 
City of London School, then joined the Royal Flying Corps in 1918. He remained a keen pilot, flying 
from Biggin Hill until 1965, and for many years played hockey for East Grinstead. 

In about 1923 he entered the local estate agents in which his father was a partner, Turner 
Rudge and Turner, eventually qualifying as a Fellow of the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors 
and ultimately becoming senior partner and a well-known auctioneer, agricultural valuer and 
arbitrator. 

During the Second World War, as deputy chief warden in the civil defence service, based in a 
cellar under Middle Row, Raymond Wood attended all the major incidents: the Holtye Road and 
Brookiands Way bombings and, in the temporary mortuary, the Whitehall tragedy. His peacetime 
public service ranged from secretary of the Juvenile Advisory Committee in his twenties to chairman 
of the War Memorial Committee and the Payne and Southey endowment and President of the Rotary 
Club in later years. 

On retiring in 1967 he served on the council of the Sussex Archaeological Society. Joining 
the Wealden Buildings Study Group he meticulously investigated the construction of local timber-
framed buildings, writing up his findings with admirable clarity and economy. His research on the 
history of Sackville College resulted in a new guide book and a detailed unpublished account, of 
which there is a copy in the public library. He was also at the forefront of establishing the East 
Grinstead Society in 1968 to care for the town he loved and for several years single-handedly 
scrutinised planning applications on its behalf. Several reminiscences appeared in the Bulletin. 

When Mr Wood died in 1979 aged 78 the family received nearly 200 letters of condolence. 
He was remembered for his integrity, 'without affectation or pretension of any kind' and with 'a 
detachment and contentment that few achieve but all could do well to aspire to'. Members of the East 
Grinstead Society subscribed for a seat in his memory at Sackville College. 

WINIFRED J. WOOD 

Winifred James moved to East Grinstead with her parents and two sisters at the age of four. 
Artistically gifted, she became a teacher until her marriage to Raymond Wood. 

In 1938 Mrs Wood was one of the organisers of the embryonic air raid precautions and 
auxiliary fire service teams. During the war she was deputy supervisor of the Red Cross ambulance 
service and a member of the first aid party based at the Moat Road clinic who took her share of 
driving. In the aftermath of the Whitehall bombing she superintended the loading of the ambulances. 

Later Mrs Wood became a leading member of the Inner Wheel, the female equivalent of the 
Rotary Club, and established and organised the volunteer guides at Sackville College, where she was 
eventually appointed an assistant warden. She also helped set up the East Grinstead Society and its 
offshoot the Town Museum. The Society made Mr and Mrs Wood honorary members in recognition 



11 

of their key roles in its early days. Her involvement in public life complemented that of her husband 
and their son Patrick, both of whom she loyally supported in their endeavours. 

In extreme old age Mrs Wood entered the Wallhatch retirement home at Forest Row until 
moving to a nursing home near her son and his family in the Scottish borders. She died there in 2001 
aged 100. She was remembered here as always charming but never in any way patronising, elegantly, 
even strikingly, dressed, though without any overstatement. Many who did not know her will still 
recall 'the lady with the hats' regularly seen shopping on foot in the town. 

While punctilious in expressing appreciation of the good works of others, she would, I think, 
like her husband, have been astonished to find herself in this series, claiming that neither had done 
anything spectacular or particularly memorable, but I believe it right to honour them as examples of 
those quiet lives of public service by which many people have enriched the life of their town. 

MISCELLANEA 

PLACE-NAME REVIVALS: From the outside there is no indication that the local Wetherspoon 
pub-restaurant in the Atrium building has any distinctive name. In various documents it has produced 
from at least August 2005, however, it is referred to as the Ounce and Ivy Bush, unpublicised revival 
of the name under which our Dorset Arms was recorded in 1605, exactly four hundred years before. 
The Polish food-shop opened last year at 8 Railway Approach is named 'Glanfield', in homage to the 
public house it faces, which from its rebuilding in 1938 bore the name of the architect responsible, 
until more recently re-christened the Broadway. The trouble taken in both cases to find names with 
some local significance is in welcome contrast to the bland offerings that developers usually propose 
for their much more impactful contributions to the townscape. 

OBSTY: In April 2001 Dr D.E. Allen, who was cataloguing plant specimens at the Natural History 
Museum collected in 1919 by F.J. Hanbury of Brockhurst, East Grinstead, asked if I could identify a 
mystery place-name 'Obsty' scribbled on the labels of several of them, including one rarity. Having 
never heard of it and not managing to trace it in any surces, I could only suggest (implausibly) 
misreading of Pilstye at Forest Row or of Holtye. Seven years later it dawned on me that it was 
Hanbury's abbreviation for Observatory, the one he maintained in the grounds of Brockhurst. 'A real 
eureka moment!' Dr Allen responded, before annotating the records accordingly. M.J.L. 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: July 1984 'was the month that produced probably the most bizarre 
hoax of the year when staff at the High Street branch of Barclays Bank in East Grinstead turned up 
for work to find the blood-spattered chalk outline of a body on the pavement outside.' - East 
Grinstead Courier, review of the year, 27 December 1984 

TWENTY YEARS AGO: A road burst into flames when a woman threw a firebugged cushion 
from her bedroom onto scorching tar. Around 1 p.m. last Thursday, the woman, of Alders View 
Drive, East Grinstead, panicked when a foam cushion from her sofa burst into flames. She threw it 
from the window of her first floor bedroom and in seconds, flames were rising from the road surface. 
But firemen from East Grinstead and Godstone soon doused the flames and no real damage was done. 
Said a spokesman for East Grinstead Fire Brigade: "Luckily no one was injured in the blaze. It was 
the heat of the tar which caused the flames to spread." - East Grinstead Observer, 20 July 1989 

The article on the next two pages is expanded from an obituary of the Rev. Edward Finch which I 
contributed to the Church Times of 17 April 2009. The 5 June issue included a full appreciation 
by the Rev. Chris Elliott covering his life and career before and after his time here.. M.J.L. 
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GOODBYE TO ALL THAT 	 M.J. Leppard 

The death on 25 February this year aged 85 of the Rev. Edward Alfred Finch, fifty years after 
he left East Grinstead, reminds me how different in so many ways things were in this town then and 
also what a golden age the 1950s was for the Church of England, even if it did not seem like it at the 
time. 

So far as I can recall from passing references to his early days, Edward Finch worked as a 
railway clerk on leaving school, then served at sea in the Second World War, during which time he 
sensed a vocation to the priesthood. In those days Anglican ordinands were normally expected to 
be graduates and so he read for an external London B.Sc. in Physics and Mathematics at University 
College, Leicester, graduating in 1950 and going on to Sarum Theological College at Salisbury until 
1952, when he was made deacon by the bishop of London and appointed curate at Holy Trinity, 
Wealdstone. While there he ministered in the aftermath of the notorious Harrow and Wealdstone 
train crash. 

In 1955 he came to East Grinstead 'with a fine testimonial from his former vicar' as the 
second curate to be assigned to the recently completed Stone Quarry council estate and the first to 
serve its newly-built St Luke's dual-purpose church/hall and to live in the adjoining clergy house. 
With his young family, energy, boyish looks and thoroughly genuine personality he was the ideal 
man for the post. In addition to the new council houses there were owner-occupied homes put up 
just before the war in Copse Close and prefabs erected just after it off Holtye Road. Most of the 
occupants were local couples with growing children after some years on the waiting list. (I can recall 
only one unmarried mother, and she was always given an honorific 'Mrs' when spoke to or of.) 
The residents nearly all had working class jobs. For the few who could afford a car there were 
garages in an enclosure of their own. Parish finds enabled the curate to have a sort of minibus for 
his work in addition to his own tiny car. Frequent buses sufficed for the majority, for whom, on the 
'neighbourhood' principle of the new towns like Crawley, four shops, including a sub post office, 
catered for everyday needs. A public house, the Guinea Pig, and a community hut completed the 
central ensemble. The church also served the newer Blackwell Farm estate, which included some 
private housing, but some owner-occupiers in neighbouring Holtye Road considered St Luke's to be 
for council-house people and the ancient parish church of St Swithun the spiritual base consonant 
with their status. 

Mr Finch (as he was known to all) set about developing the church activities previously held 
in the hut and creating new activities and organisations. In line with the 'Parish and People' 
movement then at the height of its influence, Sunday School, parish communion and evensong were 
complemented by 'church night' on Wednesday: women's club alternate weeks, 'Men Only' on one 
of the other weeks, and the parish meeting on another, a semi-formal gathering to bond the 
congregation in actively sharing and shaping varied aspects of the church's life and work. Well-
supported activities were hosted on other evenings under church auspices, including a boys' club, 
scouts, guides and their junior equivalents. Many people were drawn in to help, churchgoers and 
non-churchgoers alike, and the church was very much the heart of the community. Widespread 
goodwill was generated throughout the town, to the church as an institution and to the faith it 
proclaimed. 

A man's man, not especially 'churchy' but deeply committed to his calling, Edward Finch 
was an inspiration to many young people and, by his example, an influence for good on many of all 
ages. He was deservedly popular (more so, unfortunately, among a number of people, than the vicar, 
his superior) but he always deflected attention away from himself towards his master above and the 
parish was not destabilised. 



Headlining the parish magazine's announcement of his departure 'From East Grinstead to 
East London' evoked images in readers' minds of heroic 19th-century priests toiling in the slums of 
the East End. In fact, he had to point out, the vicarage garden in the parish of which he was to take 
charge, St Peter's in the Forest, Walthamstow, bordered Epping Forest. In 1970 he became a canon 
residentiary of Chelmsford cathedral and bishop's adviser for social work, a responsibility for which 
he had inevitably gained much relevant experience in the less public aspects of his ministry in East 
Grinstead. In 1977 he also took on the directorship of the Chelmsford diocesan department of 
mission, before moving in 1985 to be director of the InterFace Ecumenical Academy in Bury St 
Edmunds until retiring in 1990. 

The curates who succeeded Edward Finch at St Luke's, men of varied abilities and emphases, 
had an increasingly difficult task, partly because they were (as one of them later phrased it) 'enticed 
to come under delusion of a sole charge' only to find, as had been the case from the start, they were 
one of a team whose members were all equally to serve St Swithun's, St Luke's and St Barnabas's. 
Quite apart from that, all over the country so much that had been taken for granted about christian 
beliefs and practices and the status of the church and clergy was fading as society became more 
diversified and increasingly atomised. The people of Stone Quarry, most of the first of whom had 
left school at the leaving age and never had much money or, often, self-confidence, were increasingly 
better off materially with televisions and 'white goods', cars and enough money to go further afield to 
work, shop, socialise or worship, and even to buy their own homes, and so with less and less need for 
the structures and facilities provided by a church in their midst. Even teenagers had increasing 
economic and personal freedom. Several of the original members remained loyal, but age reduced 
their numerical strength, attendances occasionally surged but fell overall, and the only organisations 
to survive were the women's club, guides and brownies. While costs rose, income fell. Today the 
estate has to live down an unfavourable reputation foisted on it from outside on the strength of some 
anti-social goings-on not unknown in other parts of the town, the shops cannot match what is on offer 
elsewhere, the public house has closed for good and the church is for sale for redevelopment. Even 
so, there are still many in East Grinstead who remember Mr Finch with gratitude and affection, the 
present writer among them. 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO 	 S.R. Kerr 

I was reminded by this item in the last Bulletin (96, p.3) of the oil prospecting here in the 
1980s. This was mainly located on Ashdown Forest as I seem to recall. Massive trucks appeared, 
connected to what seemed miles of flexible cables which wound its way over the Forest for weeks at 
a time. The trucks were equipped with some sort of vibrating machinery and I assume the flexible 
cables picked up electronic information bounced back from the sub strata. Indeed East Grinstead was 
at that time a veritable hotbed of mapping companies who were busy interpreting this sort of 
information as the rush for oil and gas fields was at its height. Some still remain and might make an 
interesting article one day. 

The oil reserves, such as they are, remain untapped, as indeed do the natural gas reserves to 
the north of us at South Godstone. Those of us old enough to remember Sam's Halfway House on 
the A22 between South Godstone and Blindley Heath might remember an earlier exploration here 
when gas was discovered and the resulting product 'flared of for several days in a giant flame that 
burbled away and kept residents awake until it was shut down. The drilling rig still remains, fenced 
off in a field and now overgrown with brambles, but in a world strapped for fresh energy sources I 
would imagine that this resource will not remain unused for too much longer. Sadly Sam's Halfway 
House, a provider of most excellent fare of the greasy spoon variety, will not benefit as it has long 
since closed, being replaced by a Little Chef for many years before finally closing a few years ago. 
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150 YEARS OF TEACHING, BUT SHOULD WE CARE? 

Public meetings in January 1859 led to the foundation of a school which ultimately became today's 
Meads and Sackville Schools and gave birth to Blackwell and Imberhorne Schools. To complement 
anything they might be doing to celebrate the anniversary, and the related exhibition at the Town 
Museum, we invited sixth formers from Sackville and Imberhorne to present the cases against and 
for their schools' marking this sesquicentenary. 

SACKVILLE: NO 	 Claire Paul 

Should we celebrate? I'm sure that the immediate answer that pops into everyone's head 
when asked would be Yes; what's not to like about celebrations? Any excuse to have fun, do 
something special and have a party - what a great idea. You might as well bring out the balloons and 
flags now. 

I hate to be a real party-pooper, but, seriously, we are in the middle of a recession, people are 
having to tighten their belts, as are businesses and even schools. I know for a fact school budgets are 
taking a heavy toll and getting smaller and smaller. So maybe the question ought not to be 'Should 
we celebrate 150 years of education in East Grinstead?' but rather 'Can we actually afford to do so?' 
I think, sadly for many, the answer would be No. However, even if the answer is still Yes, then one 
could ask, 'Would the celebrating be worth the cost?' 

There's nothing wrong with remembering the past, but surely we should be looking forward, 
at ways to improve the school environment and facilities, for the students now and for the students of 
the future. 

At Sackville we enjoy celebrating the achievements of the school and the students, which is 
something that everyone can identify with and appreciate. So I'll end by saying: if celebrations are 
necessary, why celebrate the past when there is so much to celebrate in the present? 

SACKVILLE: YES 	 Philip Gregory cooney 

Being a part of Sackville School means that I am a part of its history, as is every other student, 
teacher and parent. It is important to remember something in history that is important to you and 
your future. That is why the 150th anniversary of Sackville School is important not just to history 
enthusiasts but to everyone. 

Sackville School was founded by public subscription in 1859 as a National (Church) School 
on a site provided by Countess Amherst, a member of the Sackville family. Sackville's history 
stretches so far back that it was not originally government-funded or run, as education didn't become 
a real priority for the British government until the year of the first Education Act, 1870. Until 
Sackville was set up, most working-class people in East Grinstead didn't or couldn't go to school. 
Schools like Sackville brought education to the masses and to those who would previously only 
dream about being taught to read and write. As with most things in life, in order to move forward 
and improve something like a school you have to look back in time, and, having such a good pedigree 
as Sackville has, the school will just go from strength to strength. Not forgetting the fact that being 
150 years old is a great achievement on its own. The anniversary of anything is important: not only 
does it bring a close to the year, but it allows you to look back in time and reflect on past successes 
and achievements. 

It is important to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Sackville because it has been a part of this 
community for 150 years; it has educated our children and grandchildren for 150 years and will 
continue to educate them for the next 150 years. 150 years of excellence is something to be 
remembered and celebrated. 
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JIMBERHORNE: NO 	 Benjamin Bartlett 

With Imberhorne' s 150th birthday round the corner, does it really matter if we remember this 
event? Imberhorne has seen many changes since 1859. With now a more business-style approach to 
the running of the school, is the school forgetting its tradition? Will the pupils care if their school is 
150 years old? Do these questions suggest school is just another chore? 

When looking round Imberhorne, you don't see much celebrating Imberhorne's past in the 
halls. Who is Imberhorne's history important to? A historian? With so many schools around the 
area, how is Imberhorne different from those schools? 

Personally, I don't intend to celebrate it. 

IMBERBORNE: YES 	 Jonathan Parrett 

Imberhorne should celebrate this landmark anniversary because it would show that the school 
is aware of its place in the history of East Grinstead and, by celebrating, it could create strong links to 
the town and various local history organisations such as the Museum and the East Grinstead Society. 
These links could provide opportunities within the school for a new aspect of the learning of local 
history which would offer another unique element to education at Imberhorne. 

Another vital reason is that, by celebrating, Imberhorne, who pride themselves on providing 
the most up-to-date teaching experience, such as IT suites across both sites, would be able to build 
awareness for another aspect of history, which would hopefully inspire the pupils in the future. Of 
course, these celebrations could be incorporated across the entire educational spectrum so that 
everyone benefits, from a drama production to a geographical study of each site. 

A final good reason to celebrate the anniversary is that it could be used as a way of uniting the 
two main secondary schools within the town in order to celebrate the event properly. This could be 
done either with a single large celebration, which would raise the profile of the schools and the event, 
or by creating a permanent reminder - a statue or a similar idea - to complete the celebration of the 
anniversary. 

An outline chronology of the schools was published in Bulletin 22 (September 1977). 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEXARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (continued from Bulletin 93) 

Vol. 110 (1972) p.38  R.H. Wood of E.G. 
p.53 Inhabitants of E.G. interest in Newhaven harbour, 1676-80 

111 (1973) p.36  Ridge Hill Roman ironworking 
p.57 local Domesday Book settlements 
p.106 Thos Tauke rector(?) of E.G. 

112 (1974) pp.34-43  C.F. Tebbutt, 'Prehistoric occupation of the Ashdown Forest area' 
p.46 ironworking, 1577 
p.164 Peter Brandon, 'Mounds and fossil fields at Broadstone Warren' 

113 (1975) p.3  C14 mouldings  in various E.G. properties 
pp.35f. population statistics, 1548-1724 
p.48 will of Wm Kidder, 1599 
p.76 Thos Wakeham [of E.G.], ms, 1783 (Lewes interest) 
p. 133  38 High St. E.G., as semi-aisled house, 1325-50 



RECENT PUBLICATIONS reviewed by the Editor 

Jeremy Hodgkinson, THE WEALDEN IRON INDUSTRY (The History Press, 2008, £15.99) is an 
up-to-date, comprehensive and authoritative account, not so heavy as Cleere and Crossley's Iron 
Industry of the Weald, ideal for anyone whose interest has been stimulated by more general 
references, surviving landscape features, products or relevant place-names. It is written with 
admirable clarity, complemented by informative (as opposed to decorative) illustrations, 75 black-
and-white in their proper places in the text and 30 full-colour grouped together. Topics covered 
include geology and raw materials, processes, economic effects, products and where they may be 
seen, lists of furnaces and forges, and a bibliography. The more I read, the better I thought I 
understood what I had read elsewhere on the subject. Among the things I learnt are that the firedogs 
at East Court are c. 16th century products of the Wealden industry and that a potfounder, defined by 
the Oxford English Dictionary only as a potter, was also an iron-worker, 'skilled in casting using 
closed moulds.' I therefore now know that Anthony Durrant, an East Grinstead potfounder who 
made his will in 1613, could have been one of those specialists rather than a conventional potter. 
[On sale at the Town Museum or can be orderedfrom bookshops.] 

EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS 29 (Summer 2009) contains the first of three detailed 
articles by David Gould about Rice Brothers, the East Grinstead saddlers and agricultural implement 
agents, devoted to Joseph Rice and his family. The second and third, dealing with the East Grinstead 
business and the country branches respectively, will appear in subsequent issues. Another article 
complements the Museum's current temporary exhibition devoted to local amateur drama groups in 
the 20th century by looking at their 19th century predecessors and the good causes they supported, 
while a third recounts the not entirely glorious career of Robert Henry Bristowe of Forest Row, who 
commanded the ship adopted by that village in the Second World War. There is also further 
discussion of carved portrait heads in the area. [On sale at the Town Museum, £1, or £5 postal 
subscription for each year three numbers] 

THE FELB1UDGE AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP's handout 89 (Jan. 2009), 'Settlement 
Patterns of the Feibridge Area', is the first discussion in any publication of a subject particularly 
important for understanding the development of our part of the world, not least because it straddles 
the county boundary. The treatment is patchy (ignoring, for example, everything I have published 
on the hypothetical 'Great Feld'), at its best in plotting dwellings for which there is documented or 
surviving structural evidence and known thoroughfares on the early 6" O.S. map in a chronological 
series, with the various commons coloured in on the 17th century one. 

SUSSEX IND USTPJAL HISTORY, no.39 (2009) includes a technical note on the one once in our 
Windmill Lane (referred to as 'North End Mill'), and an unfamiliar photograph of it in snow. 

BRITAIN AT WAR, no.23 (March 2009) has a seven-page article on the Guinea Pigs including 19 
photographs. 

A page of the April 2009 number of THE MAGNET (a free 'local life-style' magazine) is devoted to 
ten attractive photographic glimpses of our High Street, including one of Pearson's shop window that 
will become an important record. It also contains a parent's illustrated account of a day visit to 
Blackland Farm activity centre with seven-year olds, explaining and assessing as well as describing. 

ASHDOWN FOREST NEWS, no.56 (Spring 2009) includes a well-researched history of Ashdown 
Place and a correction of the unsustainable etymology of Forest Row in the previous issue. 

TASTE WEST SUSSEX, a new publication supported by the county council, has a detailed, well-
informed and well-illustrated anonymous article in its Spring 2009 number, 'A stroll around East 
Grinstead'. Untypically of such pieces, the route takes in Sandy Lane and King Street. 
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